
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 22, 2016     

New Location: 

Warrior Community  

Activity Center 

 

Special Ceremony for  

Heritage Families 

8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

 

General Public 

9:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. 

 

Meal Provided 

Few events are as bitter sweet 

as a family reunion. The number of 

original Heritage Family members 

who lived on the range are shrink-

ing, so each Heritage Family Re-

union becomes even more im-

portant than the last. 

Activities enjoyed by the Herit-

age Families at the Reunion will 

remain the same: music, storytell-

ing and family booths have not 

changed. Self-guided tours are en-

couraged, and  information is on 

page 4.  Expanding children’s ac-

tivities and soldier/ heritage sur-

name matchup will help attract our 

military families.  

The goal of the Reunion is to 

set aside distractions and to remi-

nisce of simpler times….to share 

experiences, food, and a common 

bond.  

10th Annual Heritage 
Reunion Planned 
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   “We will not forget 

our Heritage families 

for they are unsung  

heroes who surrendered 

their homes and way of 

life for the sake of this  

nation.”      
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Oral tradition has it, Sam Bo 

Sanks was a happy, smiling, 

bright-eyed fellow who won the 

hearts of those with whom he 

came into contact. What tradi-

tion doesn’t know is from where 

he came. He is quoted as say-

ing… “Me don’t know ma’am. 

All me know– cross big water. 

Little boy, men stole me, clipped 

under tongue, black me, sell me 

as slave. New master see black 

coming off, take me to 

creek...help me wash and set me 

free.”  

As was common at the turn 

of the century, Sam Bo Sanks 

did not let his misfortune shape 

him. He would plow fields, gath-

er the crops, help make syrup, 

take care of the children, and any 

other task he could perform for 

his bed and board. When work 

was short, he would move on to 

the next place.  

Sanks was listed as age 35 in 

1880 Vernon Parish Census and 

residing in the home of George 

W.L. McInnis.  

During the last ten years of his 

life, Sanks spent most of his time 

with J. W. (Jim) McInnis and his 

wife Lydia. In fact, the Vernon 

Parish Police Jury gave the family 

a little money to buy his clothes 

and to see that they were washed 

and mended. 

In the winter of 1929, near 

Christmas, Sam Bo took sick with 

double pneumonia, and he died 

January 2, 1930. In death, like life, 

the community rallied behind him 

and laid him to rest in McInnis 

Cemetery northeast of Anacoco. 

Though his age is unknown, he 

was listed as 85 years old.  

Sam Bo did not know the value 

of money, could not speak English 

well, did not know his parents or 

country of origin, but brought light 

to those around him. He was truly 

a unique fellow. 
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Sam Bo Sanks—A Most Unique Person    
Adapted from Old Natchitoches Parish Magazine  

 

Cemeteries on New Lands  … by Bradley Laffitte 

In addition to the Old 

Hunt Cemetery that was the 

focus of the Legacy Grant 

(see back page for details) 

project, two other known 

cemeteries have been ac-

quired by Fort Polk under 

the Land Purchase Program.       

The Melton Cemetery 

contains eight marked 

graves.  It is a fenced ceme-

tery located on the east side 

of Highway 117 north of the 

Calcasieu River.  The 

marked burials include: 

James Eaton, Sarah J. Grant, 

Erastus Parker, Stephen 

Grant, Catherine Fuller, 

Tinsley Grant, Mary E. 

Turner, and one unreadable.  

The access road to this cem-

etery is in very poor condi-

tion. 

The West Cemetery con-

tains two marked graves.  It 

is a fenced cemetery located 

south of Silver 

Creek on the 

west side of 

Highway 117.  

The marked 

burials include 

Martha Lucre-

tia Neal West 

and Madison 

West.  The access road to this ceme-

tery is in very poor condition as well.  

We anticipate improvement to all ac-

cess roads as training priorities allow 

and funds permit. 

Fariss Farewell 
On to greener pastures 

After 18 years in the Con-

servation Branch, Wayne 

Fariss decided to change hats. 

Fariss, who has served as 

Branch Chief for the past eight   

years, had a direct impact on 

the Heritage Family Program, 

and his contributions can’t be 

overstated.  

Our loss is Range Control’s 

gain as Fariss moves over 

there. However, in the days 

leading up to his departure, 

‘The Dumb West Texas Cotton 

Farmer’ had to endure many 

signs of  respect and love. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marguerite White Hudson 
6/10/1929 ~ 12/21/2015 

 
Francis Wayne Cleveland 
10/12/1948 ~ 1/28/2016 

 
Don Marler 

5/17/1933  ~ 1/30/2016 
 

Adell Haymon Wilbanks 
6/20/1926 ~ 2/28/2016 

 
Johnnie Peavy Paliwoda Koenck 

 6/3/1933 ~ 3/3/2016  
     

Jewel Perkins Deason 
 7/7/1921 ~ 3/26/2016 

 
Malcolm "Mack" Dowden, Sr. 

2/10/1929 ~ 6/10/2016 
 

A.J. Lacaze 
3/18/1922 ~ 6/10/2016 

 
Thurman Stewart 

1/20/1947 ~ 6/24/2016 
 

Lucille Welch Cryer 
4/17/1934~ 7/25/2016 

         The Heritage Family Asso-

ciation (HFA)  a non-profit mem-

bership organization, was formed 

in 2012, with a stated purpose to 

encourage interest in family histo-

ry, genealogy, traditions, and cul-

ture.  The HFA is to serve as a ve-

hicle through which more people 

could become involved in helping 

to build a complete footprint of 

each and every family’s sacrifice 

and to preserve the heritage and 

culture. As the number of remain-

ing Heritage Family Members who 

lived on the range dwindle, the ba-

ton must be passed to the next gen-

eration.    

 

Membership is open to anyone in-

terested in family, in our history, 

and the heritage of this area of 

Louisiana. The HFA meets month-

ly at Fort Polk. There are three  

levels of membership: 

Individual Annual = $10.00 

Family Annual = $20.00 

*Lifetime = $100.00 

*Paid Lifetime Members receive a copy of 

the book 1940: Last Year Home. 

 

Visit the HFA booth at the reunion 

to join. Come make a difference. 

 Heritage Family Association 

has a new email address! 

hfa1940polk@gmail.com 

A significant part of the Heritage 

Family Program is to memorialize 

those affected by the displacement in 

1940.  This repository of names in-

cludes those collected by  Heritage 

Family Members and recorded by the 

Cultural Resource Office in a special 

book. The names of individuals listed 

in this newsletter, associated with the 

Range, have been entered in the 

Memory Book since the last Heritage 

Fall gathering.  If  you want to see  

the complete listing  in the Memory 

Book, go to PolkHistory.org and look 

under publications.   

Lucille Smith LaCaze 
3/1/1927 ~ 6/14/ 2015 

 
Elmer Eugene Behan 
8/17/1928 ~7/15/2015 

 
Betty Sue Compton 
1/7/1931 ~ 8/8/2015 

 
Ray L. Coody 

3/23/1931 ~ 8/11/2015 
 

Retha Ann Smith Deason 
10/27/1922 ~ 8/18/2015 

 
Bessie Mae Carter Hardy 
1/28/1924 ~ 8/19/2015 

 
Marvin Haymon 

10/15/1935 ~ 8/22/2015 
 

Ella Pearl Legg Nolen 
1/24/1938 ~ 8/25/2015 

 
William Turner 

3/4/1926 ~ 9/2/2015 
 

Jessie Hall McWilliams 
9/22/1926 ~ 8/19/2015 

 
Barbara Robertson Wiley 

8/20/1939 ~ 9/30/2015 
 

Joyce Hilton Chance     
1924 ~ 10/5/2015 

 
Oleta May Behan Leach    
5/18/1927 ~ 10/12/2015 

 
Bertie Robertson Stewart  
 7/10/1935 ~ 10/21/2015 

 
Donald Wayne Dowden 

       4/22/1943 ~ 10/24/2015 
 

Mildred Nash Tilley 
5/17/1931 ~ 12/8/2015 
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One of the best traditions of the Reunion is FAMILY BOOTHS! If you want to showcase your family 

pictures, heirlooms, genealogy….here’s your chance!   Contact Cheryl Perkins to place your name on 

the Family Booth list. Contact her at—clpblp@bellsouth.net or by phone 337-239-0537. On Friday, 

October 21, booth set-up will begin at 3:30 p.m. and a there will be a presentation  at 5:30 p.m. at the 

Warrior Community Center. Light snacks will be provided. 

10th Annual Heritage Fall Reunion  

Saturday, October 22, 2016 
8:30 am – 9:30 am Heritage Families only  

9:30 am– 1:30 pm General Public  

NEW LOCATION …  Food Provided 

Warrior Community Activity Center  

1321 Corps Road, Bldg. 352 Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Plan Ahead … Save The Date 

Clip and Save 

The Cultural Resource Office is committed to access to the cemeteries, homesteads, and historical sites that 

are important to the Heritage Families. While the majority of the Heritage Family Fall Reunion activities are 

planned for the Warrior Community Activity Center, the afternoon has been left free to allow families to go 

downrange on self-guided tours.  

To conduct a self-guided tour downrange you must contact  

Range Control at 337-531-5445.   

 

 Please provide them with your name, a cell phone number, and the cemetery/homestead areas you will 

be visiting.   

 As you travel downrange, please stay on primary roads and trails to avoid getting stuck.  The condition 

of roads and trails downrange can deteriorate quickly in wet weather conditions.  Avoid traveling in are-

as that are marked off limits, and do not travel around barriers and closed gates.   

 If you would like to gain access to an area that is blocked by a barrier/gate or in case of emergency 

please call Range Control to request permission and assistance.  

 It is important you call Range Control when you leave the downrange area.  This will help Range      

Control ensure that everyone has exited the installation safely.   

If you have any questions about this policy call the Cultural Resources Office at 337-531-6011.  

Fort Polk Heritage Self-Guided Tour Policy   

A Friday evening presentation will be held at 5:30 p.m. at the same location. 
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The Cultural Resource office 

created the Heritage Gold Pass 

process to make access to post 

easier for individuals who have a 

vested interest in the Heritage 

Family Program.  The first step 

to a Gold Pass is to contact the 

Cultural Resource Office at 337-

531-6011 to ensure your legal 

name is on the Heritage list. 

Then you can take advantage of 

this program by visiting the FP 

Visitor Center on Entrance Rd 

and requesting a Heritage Gold 

Pass. To receive a card, present 

either a valid driver’s license or 

a government issued ID. 

Personnel at the Center will 

do a brief background 

check, confirm the name is 

on the Heritage list, take a 

photo and issue a card. The 

entire process should not 

take more than 15 minutes, 

and the card is valid for one 

year.  

When entering post 

every passenger in the ve-

hicle over 16 years old 

most get a pass for the day 

if they do not have a Gold 

Pass.  

“The men and women stationed at Fort Polk, in a sense, have also been displaced from their      

families and communities. Many are a world away from home—some may be in search of a familiar 

family surname, a home cooked meal, or a folk life story to help fill that temporary void.” 

  

More than 1,300 Soldiers 

who are serving at Fort Polk 

have the same surname as 

Heritage Family Members. A 

special invitation will be ex-

tended to these Soldiers to 

attend the Fall Reunion.  This 

will be a time to share the 

Heritage story with those 

who benefit from the sacri-

fices made by the Heritage 

Families.  A Surname Match-

up will allow Soldiers to re-

ceive a printout of the 

household members from 

the 1940 Census that share 

their surname.  For each 

Soldier that has the same 

surname that registers, their 

name will be placed in a 

drawing for door prizes.  

Of the 342 Heritage 

Families surnames, 163 had 

no match found among the 

Soldier population, includ-

Surname Match Up 

          Prentice Thomas & Associates, 

the contractor who assessed and doc-

umented property on the newly ac-

quired land, will present the steps 

taken to catalog findings for histori-

cal purposes. Diagrams, pictures, and 

artifacts will help preserve the histo-

ry of those affected by the new pur-

chase. 

 

Friday, October 21 

5:30 p.m. 

Warrior Community Center 

Light refreshments provided. 

Friday Seminar 10/21 
Come join the fun…... 
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Heritage Gold Pass    
Plan Ahead for Post Access 

1940: Last Year Home (pg. 183) 

ing some of the more com-

mon Heritage Family 

names: Haymon, Cryer, 

McInnis, and McKee.   For-

ty-five names generated on-

ly one matching Soldier in-

cluding: Bridges, Craft, 

Jeane, and Jeter.   It is not 

surprising that the more 

common names had a great-

er number of matches: Wil-

liams (74), Smith (69), 

Johnson (54), and Jones 

(52).    



 

 In late July, KALB featured the 

Fort Polk Heritage program on 

the Down Home Louisiana seg-

ment. Olea Haymon Johnson 

Fletcher and Flaudie Mae Monk 

Nixon were featured as well as 

Brigadier General Gary Brito, 

Commanding General.                                                                             

 

        I have been ‘growing’ my family history since May 04, 1980; a long trek involving research and per-

sonal contacts.  Among my goals were identification and then visitation to the graves of my family 

through, at least, great-grandparents.  As of August 04, 2016, not far calendar-wise from my 80th birthday, 

this part of my pursuit was complete.  Some of the bits and pieces were well known and easy - Caney 

Creek and my Whitley family were not.   

 

        Thursday, August 04, 2016, I actually physically stood at the feet of Christopher Columbus Whitley 

(b. Aug. 19, 1831 d. Jan. 8, 1913) and his wife, Malissa Caroline "Malissie" Patterson (b. Jul. 4, 1848 d. 

Nov. 10, 1882). Caney Creek Cemetery, Evangeline Parish, LA is a quaint remnant of a long past commu-

nity located in a remote area, in deep woods, on private land barely accessible, part of the time, that is still 

lovingly cared for by ‘unknowns’ who I extend my thanks for preserving this part of my family. 

 

        One terribly hot August 04, Harold Johnson, my friend and genealogy 

side-kick, Joe Soileau, an Oakdale veterinarian and friendly guide, and I 

left Oakdale headed to Bond (Allen Parish) to solve what I had previously 

failed to accomplish.  After several hours, while walking a ‘last chance 

trail’ after traveling miles of dusty, mud hole interrupted roads and logging 

trails I heard Joe call out, “I see a large, dead cedar tree—this is it.”  My, 

once again, sense of defeat immediately turned to excitement.   

 

        Without good fortune, historical records and helpful people with per-

sistence equal to or greater than mine this story would not be told.  In 

events like this many people are involved in various ways.  Even a map 

provided to me by Dr. Stagg several years ago was central to our ultimate 

success.  Genealogy and history are team efforts.  

C. C. and Malissa are tied by history to the range and Fort Polk.  C. C. filed for his 

CSA benefits in Ward 4, Vernon Parish in, 1911, for service in Sabine Rebels, Co., B, 

17th LA Regiment.  They were the parents of Missouri Elizabeth Whitley m: William 

Riley Cryer and Marion Monroe Whitley (my father’s namesake) m: Elizabeth Levicy 

Hall, Heritage Families who lived in the Whiskachitta Community. 

FAMILY HISTORY—Persistence leads to success …..by Skip Cryer 

To watch online go to http://

www.kalb.com/content/news/

Down-Home-LA-Fort-Polk-

Heritage-Program- 

388557522.html 

 The PolkHistory.org website has 

been updated to include a sum-

mary of the 1940 Census and the 

Memory Book. At last the Veter-

ans page is complete! Under Pub-

lications you will find a pdf ver-

sion of all three books that make 

up the Fort Polk Trilogy.  

MEDIA TIDBITS 
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Christopher Columbus Whitley  
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tion, we were able to let the 

group tour several of the training 

sites located on several of the 

old home places and explain the 

many varied types of training 

conducted at these sites. 

Several people on the tour 

were descendants of the Peason 

Ridge Heritage Families. Randy 

Sandell, grandson of Rev. A.F. 

(Preacher) Sandell, was able to 

attend this tour. As we arrived at 

his grandfather’s old home 

place, Randy told me that “as I 

looked out the window of the 

bus I wondered what it must 

have been like for Grandpa, 

Grandma, and 14 children trying 

to make a living off the land and 

what they must have had to en-

dure to earn what little they had 

accumulated. How challenging it 

must have been to leave it all 

behind and start over.” Randy 

has plans to attend our Heritage 

Reunion in October and to also 

attend our tour again.  Joy Dow-

den Hyatt, who had many of her 

Located in Natchitoches, 

Sabine, and Vernon Parishes lay 

the lands known as Peason 

Ridge. It is a land filled with his-

tory and a land filled with the 

heritage of the brave men and 

women who settled these lands 

beginning in 1818. In this vast 

area are Native American sites, 

historical locations of home 

sites, turpentine and logging 

camps, cemeteries, creeks, roads 

used by the stagecoaches and 

even the Confederate Army. 

On Saturday April 30, 2016 

even with the possibility of poor 

weather, 37 people gathered at 

Pine Grove Baptist Church to go 

on this tour. As our tour began 

the weather began to break and 

before the tour was over we 

were out in the sunshine. As tour 

guide, I was blessed to be able to 

point out the various home sites, 

historical locations, and to an-

swer any questions about these 

locations, and with members of 

the Peason Ridge Live Fire Sec-

Dowden ancestors living on Pea-

son Ridge, advised that “I have 

never had an opportunity to visit 

many of these locations where 

my family members once lived. I 

will be back next year for the 

tour.” One area that everyone 

enjoyed was the 16 sections of 

land where the homesteaders and 

settlers of Peason Ridge grazed 

all their livestock. No one was 

allowed to establish a home site 

in this area and it is now home 

of the DMBK (Digital Live Fire 

Ranges). 

The last stop on the tour was 

at the Peason Memorial Park lo-

cated on Hwy. 118. This park 

has 2 historical markers and pho-

to kiosks for the public to visit. 

One historical marker is in 

memory and honor of the 

sawmill town of Peason and the 

other marker is in memory and 

honor of the Heritage Families 

of Peason Ridge. Let us always 

remember the sacrifice made by 

the Peason Ridge and Camp 

Polk Heritage Families as they 

gave up their homes, farms, cul-

ture, and way of life so that our 

freedoms could be preserved. 

Come and visit with us as we 

observe our Heritage Reunion on 

October 22, 2016. 
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Peason Ridge Spring Tour  …..by Rickey Robertson 

To read historical stories by Rickey 

Robertson go to 

www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter 



Legacy Grant Awarded… Old Fashioned Cemetery Cleaning Planned  

The Cultural Resource Office was awarded a grant 

through the National Environmental Education Foun-

dation’s Legacy grant program. The volunteer-driven 

grant program requires the project to be held on Sep-

tember 24th.          

The project selected was the reclamation of the 

Old Hunt Cemetery located on the newly acquired 

land.  Only two burial plots are marked with head-

stones, but oral tradition and archeological evidence 

points to more graves. A 56’ x 56’ fence will be erect-

ed, ground cleared, and signage installed.  

Two marked graves include Christopher Columbus 

Hunt ( B: 11-8-1834  D: 3-28-1865) and son Auston 

Pumeroy Hunt.  

 

 

Volunteers Needed  September 24th 

On Sept 24 volunteers meet at the Chevron Gas 

Station on the corner of Hwy 28 and Hwy 117 at 7 

a.m.. to caravan to the cemetery.  Gloves, some 

tools, and lunch will be provided. Call 337-531-

2093 to let us know if you can join. 
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ENRMD  

CONSERVATION  

BRANCH 

 

Cultural Resources 

1647 23rd Street 

Bldg . 2515 

Fort Polk, Louisiana 71459 

 

Phone: 337-531-6011 

 

Email: bradley.s.laffitte.civ@mail.mil 

Honor, 
Recognize, 

and  
Memorialize 


